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December Message 

From the entire staff at Connaught, we’d like to wish you the very best 

during this upcoming holiday season, whether your celebrate Christmas, 

Hanukkah, Kwanzaa or another very special time for your family. We 

know that this year, things will look very different from years past, and 

we wish only the very best for you and your loved ones. Here’s to a much 

better 2021! 

28 Prince St. 

St. Catharines ON 

L2R 3X7 

905.682.6609 

Principal: Mrs. K. Diiorio 

Vice-Principal: Mrs. J. Ravazzolo 

Administrative Assistant: Mrs. P. Nardangeli 

Welcome to our Returning Families! 

This year, we started with 206 students in 

school and 108 learning virtually.  

We are so very pleased that now we are up to 

262 students who are in school, many of 

whom have returned from virtual learning! 

We want to give you a very warm welcome 

back as we missed you greatly. It’s so wonderful to see familiar faces 

back in the halls that were missing just a month ago! 

A Message from Niagara Public Health 

COVID-19 spreads when we have close social interaction. With COVID

-19 rising in Niagara and across Ontario, everyone in Niagara is urged to: 

 

Limit in-person social interactions to people within your house-

hold. Minimize interactions with people who don’t live in your house 

and one or two persons who are essential to maintaining physical and 

mental health, such as caregivers and social supports to someone who 

lives alone.  

This means you should avoid in-person social interactions with friends, 

with co-workers when not at work, and with extended family. When 

dining at restaurants, going to the movies, or partaking in other social  

activities, you should limit it to your household members. 

 

For the most up-to-date COVID-19 guidance for Niagara residents and 

answers to frequently asked questions, please visit https://

www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/community-guidelines.aspx  

Early Dismissal 

We know that from time to time, 

families have appointments and stu-

dents must be picked up early.  

However, often we are asked to 

have children ready at a specific 

time and they are not picked up at 

that requested time. This is chal-

lenging to manage at the office with 

so many extra health precautions, 

and difficult for children waiting in 

their hot winter gear.  

Respectfully, we will no longer have 

children waiting at the office for 

pickup. We will call them from their 

classrooms when you arrive. Thank 

you for your understanding. 

https://www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/community-guidelines.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/community-guidelines.aspx
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KEEPING OUR KIDS SAFE, HEALTHY AND HAP-

When buses have been cancelled and schools remain open, the decision to send your child to 

school on that day rests with you as the parent or guardian.  

Should you decide not to send your child to school when buses are cancelled but schools  

remain open, please call or enter online through Safe Arrival to inform us of your child’s absence. The phone 

number is  1-866-606-5567. 

At these times, DSBN Emergency Information form that you filled out at the beginning of the school year is what we 

rely upon! Please ALWAYS let the school know of all changes in contact information throughout the school year.  

Oh The Weather Outside Is Frightful! 

The French Immersion program offered at Jeanne Sauve is 
open to all students to apply during Senior Kindergarten for a 
grade one start.  If you want your child to develop high profi-
ciency and fluency in Canada’s two official languages, French 
Immersion has a great deal to offer.   

Features of the French Immersion program: 

Development of French language skills in speaking, listen-

ing, reading and writing from Grades one to twelve; 

Designed to be a second-language program for children 

whose first language is NOT French; 

Current enrolment of over 2,000 elementary students; 

Certificate of French Immersion Studies awarded upon 

successful completion of the elementary and  

secondary immersion programs; 

Opportunity to challenge the Diplôme d’études de langue 

française (DELF) exam in Grade 11 or 12 ; 

Promotes understanding of different cultures; 

Provides additional opportunities for employment using 

French as the working language; 

Increased ability to communicate and interact with  

confidence in French. 

 

FRENCH IMMERSION IN GRADE ONE 

AT THE DSBN 
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GRADE 8 TO GRADE 9 TRANSITION  
Our local high schools are doing a great job of offering experiences to our grade eight  

students and their families despite the barriers to having in-person open houses. Instead, you 

have the awesome opportunity to do a virtual tour of the secondary schools that your child is 

considering PLUS you can sign up for information to come directly to you. You’ll have all the 

answers you need to make an informed decision! Check out dsbn.org/sneakpeek  

Kids should grow up smiling! Healthy Smiles Ontario is a government-funded program that offers free regu-

lar dental visits and emergency services for eligible children and youth 17 years and under.  

 

To learn more, please call Niagara Region Public Health, Dental Health Line at 905-688-8248 or 1-888-505-

6074 ext. 7399. 

 

Apply today by visiting: https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-

children.aspx  

https://www.dsbn.org/sneakpeek
https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-children.aspx
https://www.niagararegion.ca/living/health_wellness/dental/treatment-options-for-children.aspx
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DECEMBER Events  

to Remember 

The Whoville Feast! 
December Spirit Days 

Connaught Cougars are invited to join the 

holiday spirit in December! Here are some 

important dates to put in your calendar: 

 

Friday, December 4: Red and Green Day! 

Dress up in your flashiest red and your  

smartest green to show that you are starting 

the month off in a festive way! 

Friday, December 11: Holiday Sweater 

Day! Whether it’s an ugly Christmas sweater, 

or a brilliantly sparkly Kwanzaa car-

digan, wear something warm and 

cozy to demonstrate your love for 

the season.  

Week of December 14-18: Rocks and Rings 

Curling Activities! Students from 1-8 will 

have the opportunity to try curling in our 

school gym. We have a simulation kit coming 

and have found a way to ensure the experi-

ence will be safe and fun for all students! 

Thursday, December 17: Virtual Celebra-

tion Assembly! Students are going to have 

the chance to look back on their accomplish-

ments over the last few months and celebrate 

with their classmates virtually. Plus there’s a 

fun competition in store…  

Friday, December 18: Whoville Feast, 

Movie and Pyjama Day!  Students are  

encouraged to wear WHO hair and their  

comfiest PJs to school as we celebrate the last 

day of school before the break by  having a 

lovely turkey ‘feast’ and a fun Christmas  

movie.  

Our Annual Whoville Dinner is just around 

the corner. Again this year our entire school 

will be gifted with a turkey lunch on Friday 

December 18th by the Westview Fellowship 

Church. We are so very appreciative of their 

generosity.  

Staff and students will be encouraged to 

wear their hair like one of the many  

characters from the classic Dr. Seuss story 

‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’ and dress 

in comfy, cozy pyjamas! A form is coming 

home shortly.  

Although we are unable to celebrate the holiday season like we normally do, we 

are trying really hard to continue to make December a special month for our  

students, in creative and interesting ways that might be a little out of the ordinary 

this year! Check out the events on this page to have a sense of some special days in 

the month.  

Rocks and Rings at Connaught 

The week of December 14 to 18, we are 

planning on transforming our gym into an 

iceless curling rink! We are receiving a kit 

with equipment and instructions that will  

allow us to teach the sport of curling to our 

students in a safe and sanitary way. Each 

student will receive their own 

‘rock’ and the game will be 

modified to ensure physical 

distancing. How great to learn 

a new sport! 


