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A STARTUP FOR THE HISTORY BOOKS! 

On Monday, October 5th, we 

wish a Happy WORLD  

TEACHER’S DAY to all of the 

great staff at Connaught. 

I want to start by extending a very big thank you to our Connaught fam-

ilies. You have been so very understanding and patient with us as we 

navigate this ‘new normal.’ So many things have changed for you, from 

the way that your children enter the school yard, to parent access to 

the school building and even the more frequent need to pick up sick 

children! 

Thank you to the many families who have said a special thank you to 

our hard-working staff. Many, many things have been new learning for 

us all, and your acknowledgement of our hard work keeps us buoyed 

through even the toughest of days! 

A special shout out to our students is well-deserved too! They have 

been fantastic at getting used to the changes in routines. Our students 

wear their masks with very few complaints and they are becoming  

really great at remembering to wash their hands thoroughly and  

sanitizing. Most of all, they are practicing the very challenging social 

distancing rules even though it’s tough to do! 

Mrs. K. Diiorio  A BIG WELCOME TO OUR NEW 

STAFF MEMBERS! 

Due to changes in enrolment and employee  

assignments, we are excited to be able to  

welcome a few new faces to Connaught! 

Welcome to Ms. Pontoriero, who will be  

teaching primary rotary classes.  

Welcome also to Ms. Collins, who is working as 

an Educational  

Assistant in a few of 

our primary rooms.  
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CONNAUGHT STUDENT SAFETY: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW 

PLEASE KEEP PETS AT HOME  

Unfortunately, we must ask that you keep your pets at 

home when coming to school. We have a number of 

children for whom the fear of animals, particularly dogs, 

is very real, regardless of the size of the pet. Not every 

child’s experience with pets has been a positive one! 

Formally trained service animals, with certification, are 

an exception to this rule.  

Thank you for ensuring that all our students feel safe and  

secure while at school. 

ROWAN’S LAW DAY 

On Friday, October 2nd the 

DSBN will acknowledge the 

importance of Rowan’s Law. It 

is a time to learn how to  

recognize the signs of  

concussion and to know to 

stop and sit right away if  

students experience a hit 

while playing sports or even 

just playing on the yard! 

Learn more about Rowan Stringer and her story here: www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-day 

HALLOWE’EN CELEBRATIONS? 
We would love to be able to give you some  

indication about plans to celebrate Hallowe’en at 

the end of the month, but unfortunately, we are not 

yet aware of Niagara Public Health’s direction on 

what activities will be acceptable. Once we know, 

we will certainly let you know as well! 

VIRTUAL VS IN-CLASS  

LEARNING?? 

If you are considering switching your 

child from in-class to virtual learning 

(or vice versa), please contact the 

school. We can best advise you on 

how to proceed! Currently the switch 

to virtual is taking approximately two 

weeks to be put in effect. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/rowans-law-day
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Keeping Our Students Safe and Happy!  

AN IMPORTANT NUMBER TO REMEMBER! 
In the event that your child becomes ill, please call Niagara Public Health at 905 688-8248, 

press 7 and then 2. The staff at NPH will give you the best advice on how to proceed. As much 

as the staff at Connaught would love to give you advice about next steps, we are not medical 

professionals and encourage you to seek the right answers from the experts. (Even the staff call 

this number!) Click on the graphic below for a hyperlink to the Niagara Region’s website. 

https://niagararegion.ca/health/covid-19/default.aspx
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SCHOOL COUNCIL PLANS 
This year, we will be conducting our  

Connaught School Council meetings  

digitally, through Microsoft TEAMS. You can 

participate from the comfort of your own 

home! 

Our first meeting will take place on Thurs-

day, October 22nd at 4:00 p.m. If you would 

like to be included on the digital ‘guest list’ 

please call the school at 905.682.6609 OR 

email kelly.diiorio@dsbn.org to request an  

invitation. We look forward to seeing you on 

the screen! 

PLANNED EXCURSIONS TO THE DSBN  

WALKER LIVING CAMPUS 

Our Intermediate classes are lucky 

enough to have been invited to the 

DSBN’s Walker Living Campus for 

some outdoor learning opportuni-

ties. The dates are as follows: 

Grade 7 - Thursday, October 8 

Grade 8 - Friday, October 9 

Grade 6/7 - Tuesday, October 13 

As these excursions will go ahead regardless of the weather, it is vitally 

important that your child is dressed appropriately whether it’s rain, 

sleet, sun or snow! (We sincerely hope it’s not snow, though…) 

Monday,  

October 12 is 

Thanksgiving. 

We hope you  

enjoy this  

holiday home 

from school! 

Music is being taught in a very creative way; 

outside and without singing! 

PLEASE remember that we are doing more 

outdoor learning than EVER before! It is im-

portant to remember to send extra jackets, 

outdoor shoes, and cold weather gear when 

it gets a bit cooler. 


